
He proceeded to tell me that he had
recently accepted Jesus into His life and
that my prayer for him was just what he
needed.  He asked many questions
about practical Christianity and how
God can be a more real part of our lives.
What a golden opportunity to share
about the work God was doing in my
heart and just how real He is becoming
to me!  I wasn't sure how my enthusi-
asm about God and His transforming
power would affect him, but since he�d
asked I was going to make the most of
it.

�Now that was a powerful testimony!
I'm so thankful I came here today.
Little did I dream that I would be mas-
saged by a �Jesus masseuse�.�

�It's really not about me, but God,� I
responded.  �All He needs is a full sur-
render on our part to Him so He can
work out His will in our lives.  Many

people have a wrong concept in their
minds in regard to surrender.  They feel
like they will lose everything, but really
they will gain everything!�

The room went completely silent for
an awkward length of time.  Had he got-
ten so relaxed with the massage that he
had fallen asleep?  Or had I said it too
plainly and offended him? 

Suddenly he broke the silence by say-
ing, in a very contemplative tone, �A 21
year old - preaching to me - a 61 year
old!�  

I told him I never intended to come
across in that way but was sharing from
my heart.  He said he didn't mean it
negatively but had been greatly blessed
and that his physical as well as spiritual
needs had been met.  Praise God!  

Little did this gentleman know that I
had prayed for him that very morning.
As I was outside exercising before I

went to work, I specifically prayed for
my business and asked the Lord to send
me a new client if it was His will.  

When he called to make an appoint-
ment, I asked him how he found out
about me.  He said he�d gone for a hair-
cut and the beautician gave him my
card because he'd indicated that he
needed a massage.  How the beautician
came to still have a card I�d given her
seven months before - I don't know.
But what I do know is that God says
before we call He will answer (Isa.
65:24).  I knew this was a divine
appointment.  It was another lesson to
me about the power of prayer.  We
serve a prayer-hearing, prayer-
answering God!  

At the very start of my massage
career, I made a commitment to the
Lord that I wanted this to be His busi-
ness and use it as a way to reach people
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ayay I have a prayer with you?� I asked

the gentlemen who was lying on my

massage table awaiting his massage.

�Yes please!� he answered emphatically.  It

was a nice change to hear such an enthusiastic

response.

After my prayer he asked two questions.  �Do

you pray with all your clients, and if so, why?�

�I offer to pray with all of them and have not been

refused yet.  I want my clients to know that it is not

me that brings the good results to their treatment but

the God who loves and cares for them personally.  We're

in this business together and I want them to know that He's

my better half!�
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who might never consider setting foot
into a church.  The Lord then chal-
lenged me to offer to pray with each of
my clients before their massage.  This
has proven to be a great blessing.  Not
only does it set the right tone from the
very beginning but has been an open-
ing wedge to reach out to their spiritu-
al needs rather than just the physical.
I�ll admit there have been times I've
naturally wanted to just pray silently
instead of out loud because of the way
they come across, but I�ve had some of
the most amazing opportunities to
share God�s love with those I think
would be the most closed.  God
knows the heart and the need.
He just needs us to willingly cooperate! 

One of my clients came with severe
back pain he�d been suffering with for
a long time.  Now he was finally des-
perate enough to give massage one
chance.  In addition to his back prob-
lem, he said he was extremely ticklish.  

I was definitely feeling my need of
God's help, not only because of the
double problem, but because my self
was pulling back from offering to pray
with him.  You see, I�d had previous

contact with him and knew he had no
special care for religion or God.  I did-
n't want him to think I was pushing
Christianity on him.  But the Lord
challenged me to be willing to pray out
loud and to again let go of my human
rationale and let God have an oppor-
tunity.

To my surprise, he accepted my
offer!  I asked God to help the massage
bring relief from the pain and also that
He would help him not to be ticklish. 

After the prayer, in response to his
unbelieving snicker, I told him that
God really does answer prayer.

In amazement he told me he could-
n�t believe that he wasn't ticklish!   �Is
it that oil you're using?� he asked.

I told him it was not, and stood in
awe at the miraculous way God was
working to prove His power to my
unbelieving client.  Not only was he
not ticklish but got almost total relief
from the pain!

I couldn�t help but think of what the
end of the story would have been had I
not been willing to pray with him.
Would God have had any reason for
doing anything out of the ordinary?        

Do we wonder why we aren�t experi-
encing more of God�s power in our
lives?  Do we recognize our desperate
need of Him?  Are we taking our needs
before the throne of grace believing
that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6) and
that He will do what is best for us?  

Maybe you�re discouraged.  Perhaps
you don�t have clear direction of what
God�s will is for your life or are per-
plexed about a specific decision.
Maybe you�re failing in the same area
of your life time and again.  Or perhaps
you are so confident in yourself that

you don�t even
feel your need.  

Wherever we
find ourselves,
prayer is the
key to unlocking
our minds to
receive His wis-
dom and help.  It
is the link be-

tween human weakness and failure to
divine strength and victory.  God will
work in our lives in amazing ways if we
will let Him in and ask Him for His
answers.  He says, �Call unto Me, and I
will answer thee, and shew thee great
and mighty things, which thou know-
est not.�  Jer. 3:33. 
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�Be still and know that I am God.�  Psalm
46:10.  What a powerful message is in this sim-
ple little verse!  We all know it so well and most
of us could recite it by heart.  But are these
words really in our hearts?  Are we living
according to these words or rather allowing the
pressures of our day-to-day push to take us
away from our experience with God?

I want to look at the fourth word in the text a
little more closely.  Yes, we �know� that God is
really real and that He is God, but are we
allowing Him to be the God of our lives?
If we really believe that God is our God, then
why are we still trying to be in control of our
lives?  We say that we want to have Him Lord
of all that we possess, but are we allowing Him
to take full control?

The Lord has been trying to help me gain
ground in my personal Christian walk by show-
ing me a very important lesson.  It is this:  If I
am not consistently gaining ground with the
Lord, than I am backsliding.  There is no rest-
ing place along the way, save only the rest that
we find when we are at peace with God.  If you
are anything like me, I find that it is easy to
plateau, to get comfortable in a certain feeling
of well-being, without really striving to grow
closer to Him and strengthen my daily
Christian experience.

In that verse of being still and really knowing
Him as a personal, loving God we can see a call
to go deeper with Him.  I liken this to my expe-
rience scuba diving.  The deeper I venture into
the watery depths of the sea, the more I contin-
ue to discover new and exciting things.  That is
what God desires for each one of us.  He
wants our Christian experience to be
fulfilling, exciting and invigorating.

Looking still further into really knowing God,
I would like to share another aspect of this
verse that is interesting to me.  That word
�know� can also be used to encourage each of
us to make a study of His character that
through His power we can also develop a char-
acter like His.

My prayer for all of us is that we will really
take this verse to heart, so it becomes not just a
theory, but also a daily experience.

~Josiah~


