
S I was thoughtfully and prayerfully contemplating what I should
write for this publication, I could not shake the thought of just

simply sharing from my heart, opening up to you what my tender
heavenly Father is pressing upon my soul.

First of all, I am recognizing more fully how much He longs to spend
time with me and how personally He looks after me.  This has come to
me in a very meaningful way.  As I consider how I love and long for my
children to want to spend time with me, it puts my desire to be with my
heavenly Father in a completely different context.  It's not a religious obli-
gation; it is a privilege and blessing.  

Satan, our adversary, does not want us to have intimate, meaningful com-
munion with our heavenly Father.  So many of us for so long have either
allowed over busyness to crowd it out, or it has almost become ritualistic
with little or no life-changing power.  Satan’s work has been to blind us to
the real view of God that would break our hearts and cause us to turn to
Him as a child to a loving parent.

I hope you'll join me in responding to our heavenly Father, not just for our
sake, but also for His sake after all He has given us-all heaven in Jesus to
provide the way of our return home to Him.  I'm praying that my heavenly
Father will do whatever it takes to “open my eyes”, to “purge me with hys-
sop”, “chasten” me, reprove and rebuke me, and “create in me a clean
heart”.  Why?  Because I want to be all that I can be for the service of my
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.  I want to cooperate with the early rain
experience to prepare me to receive the latter rain.  The latter rain is the
finishing power of the Holy Spirit, the power to give the last call to human-
ity and the power to keep us through the final crisis of this earth's history.
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Secondly, I'm praying for a deep burden and love for souls, while I
pray for the heaven-born love of Christ to work in my own soul.  These two
are inseparable.  We cannot love souls for whom Christ has died if we don't
really love Christ.  Jesus Himself has invited us to “ask, and it shall be given
you…for every one that asketh, receiveth.”  Matthew 7:7 & 8.  I can ask for
all these things with the assurance that He will give them to me because I
need them for His honor.

It is our love for Christ and our love for souls, our complete surrender and
dependence upon Christ, as well as laying all on the altar for His purpose
that prepares us to receive the seal of God.  We are told in Ezekiel 9:4 that
the only people who receive the seal of the living God in the last days are
those “that sigh and cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst
thereof” (Jerusalem).

It is only as we are in a living, vital connection to Christ that we
can love souls.  And it is only in that context that we will be experiencing a
true “sighing and crying for the abominations” in our beloved church.  If we
are only identifying the problems in our church on an intellectual level, then
we will be no better than the man who went up and down the streets of
Jerusalem crying “woe, woe” but still died in its destruction.  No Christians
died in the destruction of Jerusalem, so he was not a Christian.  Although he
had a message of truth, he had no connection with Christ.  I'm praying for
and choosing that daily connection with Christ that will bear fruit to be
jealous for His church and faithful to His Spirit.

I hope you also will desire and pray for the cleansing work of the Spirit to
prepare you for the latter rain and the sealing mark of God; that you, too,
will ask for a deep burden for souls-a burden that does not neglect the souls
within your own home; that you’ll seek and choose a genuine connection with
Christ which will fit you for the work of watching for souls that are perishing.

Finally, let me share with you my desire and prayer to truly have every-
thing on the altar.  It has become more prominent in my mind that I need
to know the will of my heavenly Father in regard to all that I have and all
that I am, but particularly my stewardship in laying up treasure in heaven.  I
believe very strongly that as we come to the close of this earth's history, God
will make it clear to us-if we are willing-what, when, and how much we
should place in His hands for the work of saving souls.  I don't think any of
us would want to come to the close of God's work and be left with valueless
investments and useless savings.  All I can tell you is that these thoughts are
being stirred within me and my only desire is to do His will.  He says “them
that honor Me, I will honor.”  I want to honor Him with my all.  Jesus
gave all to redeem me and you.  Are we really willing and ready to say “All I
have is thine own, Lord”?  It really is His; we're just His stewards.  I think it
is very exciting to have a part in His work of reaping souls for eternity!

I’m happy that I could share some of my “reflections with my heavenly
Father” with you.  And one last thing: I care for you!  Please don't give up;
instead, get up and keep up the good fight of faith!


