TODAY WITH CHRIST

BY ALLISON WATERS

this life that we take it for granted. We live day after day saying we need to

get ready for Jesus to come but are we walking with Him today by faith so we
will be prepared to meet Him in person, unashamed? Little did thousands of peo-
ple dream that a tsunami would hit and seal the destiny of their lives. There was no
more time to get ready. Their choices were made, their probation closed. Praise
God, we are still blessed with life! What are we doing with it? We can’t afford to
let the pressures and ‘to-do lists’ of temporal life obscure the reality of the eternal
time clock.

EACH DAY is a gift from God. But often we get so caught up in the cares of

The tragedies and strange phenomenons in the weather that are taking place
around the world are clear warnings from God of the times we are living in. This
doesn’t strike fear into my heart because I'm honestly seeking to follow the Lord,
but it has been a visual reminder of the serious times in which we live and given me
an even deeper sense of urgency to live today with Christ as though it were my last.
Not just so that I will be prepared to meet Him but so that He can use me, if He
chooses, as a simple instrument in His hands to practically help others find Him
before it is forever too late.

My greatest desire is for Christ to be the center of my life—my constant
Companion. Ihave been finding prayer to be one of the biggest tools in building
this relationship with Him. He says, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matt. 7:7 I'm learning that one
of the purposes for prayer is to help us recognize our needs and verbalize them, not
because God doesn’t know, but because we will be much more aware of His answers
and will feel our dependency upon Him. You see, without His help, I would tend to
lose sight of Him as my Companion in the busyness of my day so I have been pray-
ing specifically that He will make me aware of His presence. He has been
answering that prayer so faithfully and calls to my heart many times throughout the
day. Now I'm recognizing it more because I've been praying about it.

He has been helping me find some practical ways to keep my mind more in tune
with Him besides having quality devotional time with Him in the morning. One of



the areas this has affected is in my long commute to work. Without Him, the hours
spent in travel could easily be wasted in non-productive thought life or listening to
the radio. But He has inspired me to use this time to communicate with Him
through prayer, to reflect on my life, and to memorize Scripture. This has been
excellent discipline for me and helps me practically keep Him with me in my
thoughts. It has also made me more sensitive to the opportunities He gives me to
share Him with those I come in contact with. When I'm giving massages to non-
talkative clients, I can make wise use of this quiet time to pray for them and others.
The Lord has also encouraged me to take advantage of the time I spend exercising,
as it doesn’t require much brainpower. When I use this time to count my blessings
and praise the Lord for them, I am physically and spiritually refreshed. These are
just a few examples of how the Lord is becoming more directly involved with my
daily life. The blessings that have come out of this have been so encouraging. I
wish I had space to share them all...

Having an awareness of Christ’s presence with me causes me to be more thought-
ful before I speak and act and has made a real impact on how I deal with tempta-
tion. Temptation has a way of trying to take over the thoughts, blur the vision of
reality, and instantly create very real feelings internally as self struggles to have it’s
way. If I consult myself and my selfish desires, I lose sight of Christ, my source of
strength, and fail. I've found it impossible to look at self and Jesus at the
same time. But with a conscious awareness of Him at my side, temptation loses
its ensnaring power. I see so much clearer the reason for surrender and the
absolute ugliness of my self without His life-changing power. As I allow Him to
stay in my heart, I can actually feel the internal struggle melt away. What a sweet
relief! Sin and selfishness is the heaviest, most miserable load a human can carry.
I've had to realize the Christian life is not a struggle but a surrender. Self
does not struggle to die but to live. The struggle is always over when we quit fight-
ing to protect and justify self and surrender to our Saviour!

The more I experience of Christ in my day-to-day life the more I want. His per-
sonal love and infinite sacrifice for me have been a tremendous motivation. The
least I can give Him is all I have—my whole being. I cannot express the peace and
joy that fills my heart when I consciously choose to take Christ with me and allow
Him to be a part of everything in my day. It is such a joy to live for Him and to
walk through the day, confident that He is with me!

Friends, Christ longs to be our constant Companion. He desires to walk with
us through our entire day to help, support, guide, and encourage us in all of our
activities. He is real and wants to be a real part of our personal lives. He knows
where we struggle. He understands our deepest needs and He longs to free us
from sin’s slavery so we can experience the peace and unutterable joy of salvation.
Then He can use us to reach out to all within our sphere of influence with His love
and life-changing power before probation closes.

As we accept His invitation to live with Him today, He will work in us to will and
to do of His good pleasure! Looking unto Him, the author and finisher of our faith,
we will lose sight of ourselves. We will see our sin and self for what it really is and
will be motivated to lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily besets us so
we can run with patience the race that is set before us in His strength. The cares
and pressures of our temporal life will not be able to eclipse eternal realities as we
walk with Him. By faith, let’s choose to live today with Christ! ~Allison~



