They wanted his success, his authority

and most of all right now, any clues he wou

them to gain an advantage.

He begins to speak. "I know you
want my job and I'll tell you how to get
it." Now the eager young executives
are on the edge of their seats, hanging
on his every word. He continues, "Last
week my daughter was married. As she
walked down the aisle, I realized I did
not know the name of her best friend,
the last book she had read, or her
favorite color. That is the price I have
paid for this job. If you want to pay
that same price, you can have it!"

These were not the words they really
expected to hear, but probably for
some of them their importance would
not be lost.

His story caused me spontaneous
reflection. That means I didn't have
to decide to think about whether this
had any relevance to me - the reflection
happened spontaneously. Instantly my
mind started taking inventory. How is
my communication in the family? Am
I really tuned in to my young people?
Am I taking the time to know their
needs and how to meet those needs?
Am I a true leader?

What about you men especially?
What kind of thoughts did this simple
story bring to your mind? What is true
leadership all about?

True leadership is not so dependent
upon whether we are born leaders or
born followers. But it is dependent

upon our
Christ and be
to be dependent up

our lives. Maybe you are a single par-
ent mother who doesn't have the lead-
ership of a man in the home. The prin-
ciples of this article can still apply, and
you can be empowered by Christ to
take up the challenge. The most
important place to experience true
leadership is in the private home life.
We may be successful in our work out-
side the home, but this is not enough.
Remember, it is easier to achieve suc-
cess out of the home than in it.

Some men are born leaders who
need to learn how to follow the Lord.
Some men are born followers who need
to learn how to lead under the guid-
ance of the Lord.

Moses was a born leader, but he had
to learn that his ways were not God's
way. Moses allowed the power of God
to transform him, and became meek,
humble and teachable. These
traits, considered weakness by many,
did not turn Moses into a pushover -
yet he stopped being pushy. He did not
lose the ability to control, but he was
no longer controlling. He became
meek, but he was not weak.

Many men today feel inadequate and
unprepared to successfully lead out in
the relationships of marriage and par-

nting in the &I rstand these
dequacies and have had to face

em also. I began to recognize that
success in any line is not accidental or
coincidental. I knew nothing about
radiology (x-ray) as an eighteen-year-
old when I started my career. I knew
nothing about real estate when I began
a real-estate business at thirty years
old. So what's the point? Ihad to
make choices about applying my mind
to the intellectual understanding of
these professions and then diligently
practice the principles to become suc-
cessful. I determined to learn, practice,
and succeed. I have translated the
same principle into marriage and fami-
ly life.

Studying the time-tested principles
of successful marriage and family from
Inspiration, and then perseveringly
learning how to apply these principles
on a daily basis - this is where many
men fail to make the transition. They
do what needs to be done to succeed
temporally in business, but do not
invest their time, prayer, study, and
effort into being a successful Christian
leader in the home. If we will not take
time to seek the Lord for His will and
understand the principles through
prayer for the Holy Spirit's enlighten-
ment, and then perseveringly apply the
principles in His power, we cannot



expect success.

Men, are you really committed to true
leadership? This is where success in the
home begins. If you don't sense that
commitment right now, you can choose
to receive the motivation from God. He
says, "Ask, and ye shall receive." (John
16:24). Ask Him to put that desire in
your heart, then be willing to cooperate
with Him and you will receive power
from on high. God is so gracious and
longsuffering that even if we are not
now willing, but at least willing to be
made willing, He will make us willing!
What more can He offer?

There are three areas in which I
believe every man should demonstrate
true leadership as a Christian. 1) How to
truly surrender to God to receive
power from above. 2) How to find
and know the will of God - tested by
God's Word and evidenced by corre-
sponding fruit. 3) How to depend
upon God's power to successfully
carry out His will.

Because I am practically experiencing
these three areas in my personal daily
life - not that I always surrender to God
or am always dependent on Him - but
because these elements are a real part of
my life each day, my leadership and
example have positively influenced my
family. My wife respects me and honors
me as her husband because I treat her
with respect and tenderness and
because she is responsive to the work of
the Lord in her own personal life.

Men, if you want to be respected,
then by example you should treat your
wife with love and respect and live your
life in a respectable manner, both at
home and away. I have found that true
leadership becomes a catalyst for
success.

The best leaders in the home take
time to communicate first with God and
then their wife and invest their time for
an understanding solution. They give
themselves to being a part of their chil-
dren's life and really enter in to their tri-
als and difficulties. Their wife and chil-
dren really trust them and are open to
their guidance because they see them
making a successful family priority
number ONE under God.

The true leader in the home does not
give out orders while neglecting respon-
sibility. He lives out his leadership in
Christ as a catalyst for success. Let me
share an illustration in the marriage.

As our family sat at the table for the
meal one afternoon, I asked Alane how
her day was going. As she shared some
of the difficulties and her perception of
not feeling like she had gotten much
accomplished during the day, the Lord
called to me to hear a deeper message.
Alane needed encouragement. Not just
a few encouraging words; she needed
me. She needed my time, my ear, my
understanding. She needed a change of
surroundings, but not just to go for a
walk on her own. The Lord prompted
me through my thoughts, "Have her go
out and split wood with you." It had
been a long time since we had split
wood together. That means I split the
wood and she loads the wheelbarrow. I
knew she still had a lot to do, but never-
theless, I entreated her to come out with
me.

God was helping me to be that cata-
lyst of success. I became a part of the
solution, not just by giving instruction
or advice, but being there for her. She
needed my firm insistence to come out-
side with the sense that I really knew
what she needed most. I encouraged
her with, "Honey, I'll meet you down-
stairs."

We had a great time together splitting
wood. We laughed together and her
mind got a much-needed break in a
change of surroundings. Ilove her and
God wanted me to be a true leader, a

catalyst for success. It worked as I
cooperated and she cooperated. We got
the wood done; we took the winter
boots, hats and gloves, which we were
finished with for the season, back out to
the shed. We washed the van together.
It was great and she felt like a new
woman. She was refreshed and elated
and I saw the blessing of allowing
another one of God's ideas to work
again!

Husbands, we need more God-
inspired sensitivity for the woman we
have married. The promise to us is,
"Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel."

Psalm 73:24. I have found that if I'm
willing to ask God, He will help me rec-
ognize how to reach out and meet the
real needs of my wife. Men, He will give
you the “us focus” instead of the "me
focus." You will find that you gain
much more by giving to your wife
than you will ever get by selfish
taking! It truly is more blessed to give
than receive. It is in truly giving that we
receive the deeper blessings of God.

Fathers, are you really there for your
children and youth? Or are you on the
sidelines, or even totally out of the
picture?

One little girl drew a picture of her
family for a school project. When she
brought it home to show to the family
her father noticed he was not in the pic-
ture and asked, "Where am I?" She
quickly replied, "Oh, you're at the
library." What would your child say?
"You're at work" - more overtime.
"You're on the computer." "You're
watching TV or reading the newspaper."
"You're out doing church work." Are
you really in the picture?

God wants us to be true leaders in
our homes, true catalysts for success.
Today is the day, men, husbands,
fathers. "Today if ye hear His voice,
harden not your hearts." Hebrews 3:15.

The question is not whether we have
failed in true leadership. No, the ques-
tion is this: Are you willing today to

make a commitment to God and to your
family, choosing by God's amazing grace
to learn and practice true leadership?
Leadership as a Christian man, as a
husband, and as a father. And while
you consider this vital commitment,
remember these words from our Lord
and Saviour: “I will be with thee, I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Joshua

1:5.
A Voice from the Wilderness

This article is an excerpt from the third
message “True Leadership” in the cassette
tape album “Man to Man.”



